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The WTC Final is the pinnacle event in the Test 
calendar, a week-long celebration of the oldest and 
most traditional form of the game. This is the finale 
of an intense competition that saw more than 57,000 
runs scored and over 1,800 wickets taken before the 
finalists were identified.

India and New Zealand have made it to the Hampshire 
Bowl at the end of a near two-year cycle that kicked 
off with an exciting start with the Ashes in August 
2019. Several teams remained in contention for the 
Final and it took two highly engrossing series – India 
in Australia and England in India – and some dramatic 
moments to decide the eventual finalists. There 
were some high quality Test matches throughout the 
championship, who can forget a depleted West Indies 
side chasing down a record 395 on the final day in 
Chattogram against Bangladesh or Hasan Ali’s match-
haul of 10 wickets to lead Pakistan to their first Test 
series win against South Africa since 2003! 

I would like to congratulate India and New Zealand for 
becoming part of history. Both sides made no secret 
of their desire to become the WTC champions and to 
be celebrated in the context of Test cricket’s history, 
tradition, and the great teams of the past.

The Final will be the first ICC world event in 15 months, 
and we are grateful to be able to get our events back 
up and running. This period has been very difficult 
for the entire cricket community due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, and we would like to extend our thoughts 
and best wishes to everybody affected.

On behalf of the ICC, I would like to thank the ECB, 
its staff, the Hampshire Bowl, the ground staff and 
everyone involved in helping us deliver this event in a 
bio-secure environment. The UK government has also 
provided us with tremendous support in staging the 
event for which we are grateful. 

Thanks also to our global broadcast partner Star 
Sports and to our commercial partners for their 
continued commitment to the game. Our priority 
is the safety and well-being of everyone involved, 
therefore I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank my colleagues at the ICC for all the planning and 
effort in putting together an event of this complexity.

Finally, I’d like to say a huge thank you to the fans who 
make our game so very special. Whether you’re one of 
the lucky ones who has a ticket to the Final or if you’re 
watching around the world we hope you enjoy the 
inaugural World Test Championship Final. 

Welcome
Geoff Allardice,  
ICC Acting Chief Executive

ON BEHALF OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRICKET COUNCIL, 
IT IS AN HONOUR TO WELCOME YOU ALL TO THE  
ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP (WTC) FINAL 2021.
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Two-year 
battle for  
top nine 
teams 
THE ICC WORLD TEST 
CHAMPIONSHIP GOT UNDERWAY 
ON 1 AUGUST 2019, AND AFTER 
MORE THAN 20 SERIES AND WELL 
OVER 100 TEST MATCHES, WE HAVE 
ARRIVED AT THE INAUGURAL ICC 
WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
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The top nine teams on the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s Test 
Team Rankings as on 31 March 2018 qualified for the 
first ever ICC World Test Championship: Australia, 
Bangladesh, England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
South Africa, Sri Lanka and the West Indies. Each team 
was due to play three home and three away series, with 
the top two teams at the end competing in the Final to 
be crowned World Test Champions. 

The ICC WTC was introduced to bring context to bilateral 
Test cricket, with every game counting. The competition 
honours the importance of the longest format of the 
game and ensures a pinnacle event for the format just as 
the World Cups for men and women in the ODI and T20I 
formats. 

The ICC WTC has been played over the past two years 
across different continents. The matches were played 
just like any bilateral series but with the added context of 
a competition and one champion team. Each of the nine 
teams in the competition were scheduled to play six of 
the eight possible opponents, with three series at home 
and three series away. 

The number of matches in each series varied between a 
minimum of two matches to a maximum of five matches, 
with the number of matches played in each series being 
agreed by the two competing teams prior to the start of 
the competition. 

A total of 120 points was available from each series. 
These points were evenly allocated across the number of 
matches in each series. For example, a two-match series 
meant 60 points for a win in each Test, while a three-
match series awarded 40 points to the winner of each 
Test match. A tie was allocated 50% of the points for a 
win, whilst a draw was allocated a third of the win points. 

In November 2020, the ICC amended the points system 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The unprecedented 
disruption meant that, by that date, just under half of 
the ICC World Test Championship matches had been 
played. Original regulations dictated that matches not 
completed would be treated as a draw, with points split, 
but the change in the system meant that teams would be 
ranked in order of percentage of points earned.

The ICC has worked with its Members to bring 
context to bilateral cricket by optimising the Future 
Tours Programme (FTP). The Member Boards are 
responsible for all organisational matters including 
venues, broadcast, ticketing, etc. The ICC is responsible 
for the competition terms and the conduct of cricket 
by way of providing match officials and ensuring 
matches are played as per the laws of the game. The 
ICC is also responsible for delivery of the ICC World 
Test Championship Final. The second ICC WTC cycle is 
scheduled from June 2021 to 30 April 2023.

'The ICC WTC was introduced to bring context to bilateral 
Test cricket, with every game counting'





ICC WTC FINAL MATCH PREVIEW

An evenly poised
contest

The teams, hailing from different hemispheres, face off in 
the showpiece match of the inaugural red-ball competition, 
having proved that success can come from both ends of  
the spectrum. 

This contest pits cricketing behemoths India, with a 
population of over 1.3 billion people, against the efficient 
machine that is New Zealand, who have a population of less 
than five million. 

India have won five major tournaments, including the 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup twice, while New Zealand 
have fallen short at the final hurdle in the two most recent 
editions of the event. And yet, here we are.

New Zealand cricket may have been revolutionised by the 
flamboyant Brendon McCullum in the white-ball game, but 
their transformation in the five-day game has been far more 
discreet as they’ve climbed from being eighth in the MRF 
Tyres ICC Men’s Test Team Rankings as recently as 2013. 

Led by the unassuming but unflappable Kane Williamson, 
the Blackcaps have become a team for all seasons – 
mastering a variety of conditions across the world.

They possess a rock-solid batting line-up featuring the 
likes of Tom Latham, Ross Taylor and the irrepressible 
Williamson himself, highly-skilled swing bowlers in the  
form of Trent Boult and Tim Southee, and sheer pace from 
the likes of Neil Wagner and new boy Kyle Jamieson. 

INDIA AND NEW ZEALAND ARE DESERVING FINALISTS OF THE ICC WORLD 
TEST CHAMPIONSHIP BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL CONTRASTS BETWEEN THEM, 
INCLUDING THEIR PAST RECORDS. 

"This is an accumulation of 
all the hard work of the last 
five or six years" 
– Virat Kohli
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All of these ingredients were on show as they enjoyed 
three 2-0 series wins over fellow finalists India, Pakistan 
and the West Indies, and in doing so, pipped  Australia to 
a spot in the showpiece final with a 70.0 percentage of 
points won. 

With English conditions at the Hampshire Bowl set to 
represent a home from home for New Zealand, the time 
might finally be now for the bridesmaids, the Blackcaps 
having come agonisingly close to glory in the last two ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cups, to become the bride. 

But Williamson is under no illusions about the challenge his 
side faces.  “It is exciting. We are looking forward to taking 
on the top-ranked side in the world,” Williamson said. 

“We know how strong they are and the depth they have. 
They have got a fantastic attack. They’re obviously a 
brilliant side. There’s a lot of strengths in their fast bowling 
and spin department.” 

Despite New Zealand’s 2-0 series win over India in 
February and March of 2020, Virat Kohli’s side are still  
the team to beat. 

Having ascended to the top of the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s 
Test Team Rankings in 2016, this all-conquering India side 
have largely stayed there – winning five of their six series  
to reach this final with a 72.2 percentage of points won. 

Even previously unreachable targets have become 
attainable, with India ending Australia’s 32-year unbeaten 

streak at The Gabba to win a remarkable series Down 
Under 2-1 earlier in the year. 

They have a brilliant batting unit containing arguably the 
world’s best batter in Kohli, stalwarts in Rohit Sharma, 
Cheteshwar Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane, and explosive 
talents like Rishabh Pant.  Add in the spinning genius of 
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja and you have  
a potent cocktail. 

And while the typically seamer-friendly English conditions 
expected in the final may have been a stumbling block for 
India in the past, they are equipped with a superb battery 
of skilful fast bowlers to make the most of the conditions. 

In Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and Mohammed Siraj, 
the challenges just keep coming. We are set for a titanic 
battle, with Kohli’s side wanting to rubberstamp years of 
Test dominance with a trophy. 

“For all of us as a unit, this is an accumulation of all the hard 
work of not just the duration of the Championship but of 
the last five or six years since we started coming up the ICC 
rankings and building as a side,” Kohli said. 

“In Test cricket we have finished number one for a few 
years in a row now and now you see youngsters coming in 
and another transition is taking place. 

“I don’t think this is the final frontier and after this we won’t 
know where to go, this is an ongoing process to keep the 
standards of Indian cricket going.” 

“They have got a fantastic attack. They’re obviously a 
brilliant side” – Kane Williamson



THE VENUE

The Hampshire Bowl
THE HOME OF HAMPSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB, WHO HAVE PLAYED THERE 
SINCE 2001, IT WAS CONSTRUCTED AS A REPLACEMENT FOR THE COUNTY 
GROUND IN SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE'S HOME SINCE 1885.

The first Test match was played there in 2011, with 
Ian Bell (England) and Kumar Sangakkara (Sri Lanka) 
scoring centuries. Last year, it was one of two biosecure 
venues, alongside Old Trafford, for the tours involving the 
West Indies, Pakistan and Ireland. It hosted seven ICC 
Cricket World Cup fixtures in 2019, and is now set for its 
most prestigious occasion yet – the inaugural ICC World 

Test Championship Final. The ground was designed by 
architect Michael Hopkins, whose centrepiece pavilion 
with its tented roof is reminiscent of the Mound Stand 
at Lord's, which Hopkins also designed. As part of the 
overall complex there is a golf course and a four-star, 
175-room hotel.
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VIRAT KOHLI’S MEN CAME THROUGH 
SOME DRAMATIC MOMENTS ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE SUMMIT MEETING WITH 
NEW ZEALAND IN SOUTHAMPTON
By R Kaushik

India survive to tell 
tale of two halves
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India’s tryst with the Final of the inaugural ICC World Test 
Championship was a dramatic journey of two starkly 
contrasting halves. Untroubled early on when they 
swept aside the West Indies (away), and South Africa 
and Bangladesh (home) to log a maximum possible 360 
points, they were forced to dig deep during an arduous 
second half which included away sojourns to New 
Zealand and Australia, and culminated in a decisive four-
match showdown in their own backyard against England.

One of only three countries, apart from England and 
Sri Lanka, to play their full complement of series as the 
coronavirus pandemic wreaked havoc with scheduling, 
India’s charge to the Final received its first setback in New 
Zealand. Outclassed inside three days in both Tests, Virat 
Kohli’s men weren’t unaware of the need to fuse ability 
with character and steel against two of Test cricket’s most 
intimidating opponents if they weren’t to fritter away 
their dream start.

They were, however, unprepared for the curveballs 
in Australia. A numbing second-innings meltdown in 
Adelaide. A slew of injuries that blew key personnel away 
with gut-wrenching regularity. There would have been 
little shame in meekly accepting the inevitable. There is, 
though, little that’s meek about this Indian  
team. Formidable at the best of times, they fought  
back with the ferocity of a wounded tiger, stunning  
all-comers with their courage, belief and fortitude to  
go with dazzling skills.

Despite their historic maiden 2-1 triumph in Australia 
two years previously, India had won only seven of 48 
Tests Down Under, and would be without the talismanic 
Kohli, away on paternity leave, for three of the last four 
Tests. More than ever, therefore, it became imperative 
to begin well, in their first away day-night Test at the 
Adelaide Oval.

Instead, an extraordinarily inexplicable collapse on the 
third morning in natural light undid the good work of the 
two previous days and left their challenge and morale 
in tatters. India keeled over in a measly 21.2 overs for 
36, their lowest Test score. Adding injury to insult, senior 
paceman Mohammed Shami was ruled out for the 
remainder of the series with a broken forearm.

Their shattered confidence seemingly beyond salvage, 
India appeared ripe for the taking. Stand-in skipper 
Ajinkya Rahane stepped into the breach admirably, 
orchestrating a fightback for the ages with the most 
significant of his 12 Test centuries at the MCG. India left 
the cricket world gob-smacked with their assurance and 
composure in adversity, drawing inspiration from their 
captain to fashion a stunning series-levelling victory.
Influential personnel kept dropping out through injury, 
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yet India lost neither heart nor ambition. Every crisis 
unearthed a hero, every cloud was eclipsed by a silver 
lining. No one exemplified their resolve better than the 
seasoned Cheteshwar Pujara, who rode numerous blows to 
body and head to negotiate 928 deliveries and amass 271 
priceless runs. Boys instantly graduated to men with little 
assistance from naturally gung-ho head coach Ravi Shastri. 
The likes of Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant, Mohammed Siraj, 
Washington Sundar, Shardul Thakur and T Natarajan, some 
not even in the original Test party, earned the gratitude of a 
nation desperate for succour as the pandemic ravaged lives 
and livelihoods.

Precocious wicketkeeper-batsman Pant set stall as the new 
poster boy. Frustratingly inconsistent until then, the left-
hander showcased a maturity many believed was beyond 
him. At the SCG, he gave Australia a serious scare during a 
stiff chase of 407, then watched the hamstrung Hanuma 
Vihari and R Ashwin stonewall for nearly 43 overs to earn 
a commendable draw. Pant went one better in Brisbane, 
masterminding a spectacular chase of 328 to breach the 
Gabba fortress, consign Australia to their first defeat at the 
venue in 32 years and keep India’s aspirations alive. What 
made the victory even more special was that India’s entire 
first-choice bowling attack was cramming the infirmary.
India entered the home series against England – the four 

Tests split equally between Chennai and Ahmedabad – 
knowing a 2-1 scoreline would seal their passage.  
Having smiled benevolently on them in Australia, the 
cricketing Gods must have watched with impish smiles  
when England rode on Joe Root’s double-hundred to 
complete a commanding victory in the first Test.

The pressure was back on the hosts, still missing key players 
but with at least their core in place. Debutant Axar Patel 
grabbed centre-stage to extend the theme  
of fringe players shaking up the established order. The 
left-arm spinner grabbed 27 wickets in the last three Tests, 
while the irrepressible Pant reiterated his credentials with 
impeccable work behind the stumps on tricky surfaces and  
a blazing hundred with the chips down in the final Test.

India surged to hard-fought, well-earned victories in the 
last three matches, doing more than enough to firm up 
a Southampton date with New Zealand. In four months 
between December 2020 and March 2021, they showcased 
their wealth of riches, courtesy of a robust domestic 
structure, and counter-punched with a resilience not always 
associated with Indian cricket. 
 
New Zealand will take nothing for granted, come June 18.

'Formidable at the best of times, India fought back with 
the ferocity of a wounded tiger'
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Master chaser 
in pursuit of  
ultimate Test 
title

A precocious talent who burst on the scene in early 2008 
after leading his country to glory in the ICC Under-19 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup in Kuala Lumpur, the combative right-
hander has never looked back.

While India has gifted cricket many top-class batters over 
the years, Kohli has become the most consistent all-format 
accumulator of his time with incredible efficiency.

Combining the technical diligence of Sachin Tendulkar 
with his ambition and a fitness regime to match any 
athlete, the sight of Kohli alone is enough to strike fear  
in opposition bowlers.

His Test record is remarkable, having accumulated 7,490 
runs, 27 centuries and 25 half-centuries from 91 matches 

since making his red-ball bow against the West Indies  
in 2011.

He has also built up a reputation for being a “Chase Master” 
with his ability to knock off seemingly impossible targets 
with ease, scoring plenty of runs in the safest possible way.

Kohli took the reins as India Test captain for the first time in 
2014 and has since led his country to a long stay at No.1 in 
the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s Test Team Rankings as well as their 
first-ever Test series win on Australian soil.

And he will have the chance to cement his legacy as an 
Indian icon in the inaugural ICC World Test Championship 
Final when he locks horns with his New Zealand counterpart 
Kane Williamson.

HAILED BY MANY AS THE BEST BATTER IN THE WORLD, INDIA CAPTAIN VIRAT 
KOHLI HAS APPEARED DESTINED FOR GREATNESS FROM THE MOMENT HE 
FIRST PICKED UP A BAT AGED JUST THREE. 

Virat Kohli
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India wicketkeeper-batsman Rishabh Pant has been a 
key cog in his side’s batting order since making his Test 
debut back in 2018.

As with the ICC World Test Championship Final, that was 
also on English soil, with Pant smashing a six on his first 
ball, the first Indian cricketer to do so in the format. 

Since then, he has scored more than 1,300 runs with an 
impressive average of 45.26.

His stunning counter-attacking knock in the third Test in 
Australia earlier this year was a coming-of-age moment 
for the 23-year-old. Pant made 97 runs off just 118 
deliveries, helping his team claim a vital draw.

He then took charge in the decider, making an unbeaten 
89, as India conquered Brisbane and won a thrilling series 
to retain the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

Even at such a young age, he is already looking to make a 
claim to be the greatest Indian wicketkeeper of all-time.

He consistently scores big. In his short time in the longer 
format of the game, he has made centuries in England 
and Australia, as well as his homeland.

He was previously considered a swashbuckling limited-
overs specialist, but in the past year has shown the grit, 
determination and intelligence required to be a top-class 
Test wicketkeeper-batsman.

Rishabh Pant

India: ones to watch
The best Test spinner of the last decade, Ravichandran 
Ashwin has lost none of his lustre as a strike bowler at the 
age of 34.

But it was in the IPL and the shortest form of the game 
that the Tamil Nadu star first served notice of his talent, 
with Chennai Super Kings.

He unleashed his famous carrom ball variation - taking 
inspiration from a mystery bowler he faced in his first-
ever red ball game - in 2010 and the world of spin was 
never the same again.

Ashwin made his Test debut in 2011 but would have to 
wait until 2013 for his true breakthrough, named Player 
of the Series against Australia.

He is nothing short of a tormentor in favourable 
conditions, taking an incredible 72 wickets in successive 
home series against England, the West Indies and New 
Zealand in 2016.

In that year, Ashwin became the third Indian after 
Rahul Dravid and Sachin Tendulkar to win the ICC Men’s 
Cricketer of the Year award.

He is also more than capable with the bat, starting out as 
an opener and making five Test centuries from a lower-
order position.

As the fastest Indian to reach every major milestone of 
Test wickets, his place as one of his nation’s greatest ever 
is assured.

Ravichandran Ashwin



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bharatpe.app&hl=en&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/bharatpe/id1329385873
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/bharatpe/id1329385873
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NEW ZEALAND QUALIFY FOR 
CRICKET’S INAUGURAL ICC WORLD 
TEST CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL AS OTHER 
RESULTS GO THEIR WAY
By Andrew Alderson

Blackcaps come 
through searching 
examination
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The Blackcaps’ initial foray into the competition 
produced mixed results – a 1-1 drawn series in Sri 
Lanka, a 3-0 trouncing in Australia and a 2-0 home 
triumph against India. Then Covid-19 stumped the 2020 
cricketing landscape. A bulldozed itinerary and a rejigged 
points table saw the Kane Williamson-led side emerge as 
finals contenders, albeit with work to do and requiring a 
plethora of results to go their way.

Yet, New Zealand had topped the MRF Tyres ICC World 
Test Team Rankings for the first time by the end of 
their summer, courtesy of a probing pace attack and 
robust top order. They were anchored by a metronomic 
skipper whose 639 runs at an average of 159.75 made 
green-tops look like red herrings. By 2 February, when 
Australia postponed their series in South Africa due to 
the pandemic, a final berth was guaranteed. Australia 
effectively missed out due to points deducted for a slow 
over rate in their Boxing Day Test defeat by India.

New Zealand’s exalted status was a bonus to a ‘normal 
summer’, words which held more weight than usual 
considering the coronavirus chaos raging beyond the 
border. Crowded embankments watched at boutique 
grounds as the home side sought four wins to maximise 

their chances of attending the Southampton showpiece. 
The West Indies and Pakistan sides grappled with social 
distancing in quarantine which threatened their tours. 

On exit from hotel isolation, they were just as ill-equipped 
to cope with a juggernaut of runs and a barrage of pace. 
Only one Test – the first against Pakistan – went to a 
fifth day. By 6 January, the strains of the New Zealand 
team song – known as The Pledge, and solely delivered 
after victories – emanated from the dressing room at 
Christchurch’s Hagley Oval. The Blackcaps had extended 
their unbeaten run to a record six Tests, and 17 at home.
 
Pivotal moments marked the path to the ICC WTC Final. 
After losing their first Test of the competition to Sri 
Lanka at Galle in August 2019, New Zealand responded 
with an innings-and-65-run victory at Colombo. Tom 
Latham and BJ Watling eked out centuries in a bat-
once-and-bat-well scenario. In contrast, the 3-0 blitz by 
Australia represented a campaign nadir, despite returns 
to Melbourne and Sydney for the first time in 32 years. 
Attrition came through furnace-like conditions and the 
scrutiny of opponents re-asserting a dominance diluted 
by the 2018 ball-tampering scandal.
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The absence of Williamson, Trent Boult, Tim Southee, 
Henry Nicholls, Mitchell Santner and Lockie Ferguson at 
various times dealt further blows. Déjà vu reigned as New 
Zealand failed to meet the follow-on, replying to each of 
Australia’s 400-plus totals batting first. Respective defeats 
by 296, 247 and 279 runs followed, inside four days. 
The tourists fielded every day of the series. Highlights 
were sparse. Opener Tom Blundell became the first New 
Zealander to score a Test century at the MCG in a forlorn 
second innings, while Neil Wagner’s short-pitched attack 
saw the terms “leg theory” and “Bodyline” bandied about 
after he dismissed Steve Smith four times out of five.
 
The Blackcaps responded with a rousing dispatch of 
India, highlighted by the debut of Kyle Jamieson. He has 
intimidated batters ever since from his 2.03m height 
with short-of-a-length deliveries that jar the splice. 
Before the England series, Jamieson had 36 wickets at 
an average of 13.27 and a batting average of 56.50 in six 
victorious Tests. A buffer of runs against the West Indies, 
spearheaded by innings from Williamson and Nicholls 
in Hamilton and Wellington respectively, and a series of 
bowling interrogations ensured follow-on victories.
 
Williamson’s declaration was also key in the opening 
New Zealand-Pakistan Test at Mt Maunganui when 
the visitors pursued the 373-run target. The spectacle 
finished as all Tests should – fielders camped around the 
bat in the final session, willing on the last wicket. Spinner 
Mitchell Santner leapt for a one-handed caught-and-
bowled off Naseem Shah to seal the 101-run win with 27 
balls to spare. That result provided a further catalyst to 
New Zealand’s ICC WTC ambitions. Jamieson ensured 
a summer clean-sweep with 11 for 117 at Hagley Oval, 
supplementing another Williamson double century and 
Nicholls century as New Zealand’s home fortress held.
 
Core to the New Zealand cause has been a cast of match-
winners, a wealth of depth to fill their playing XI, and the 
nurturing of a culture which shuns individual statistics but 
celebrates collective contributions. Fans cherish a team 
built on inclusivity, humility and the pursuit of excellence. 
Of the current squad, Williamson, Boult, Southee and Ross 
Taylor are established among the world’s best; Watling, 
Latham, Nicholls, Wagner and Colin de Grandhomme 
have grown to deliver command performances; and 
the likes of Jamieson, Blundell and Daryl Mitchell have 
emerged from the domestic nursery. Spin remains an area 
of vulnerability with so few opportunities of substance at 
home, although Ajaz Patel has inspired victories overseas.

The onus now goes on securing the inaugural ICC World 
Test Championship, without the threat of losing by zero 
runs when they contested for silverware in England 
two years ago at the 50-over World Cup! Redemption is 
within their grasp.
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Hunting for a 
world title 
again

In an era of Dilscoops, ramp shots and switch hits, 
Williamson’s more orthodox technique stands out but 
hasn’t stopped him excelling in all three formats – as 
remarkable averages of more than 50 in Test cricket,  
over 40 in ODIs and greater than 30 in T20Is attest. 

So huge has his impact been since his international 
debut in 2010, it’s easy to forget Williamson is just  
30 years old but signs of greatness were there from  
day one. 

A clash against India in Ahmedabad is about as tough as 
a Test debut can get but a 20-year-old Williamson was 
to the manor born with a steely 131 from 299 balls in his 
very first Test innings. 

Five months after turning 24, he became the youngest 
Blackcaps batter to reach 3,000 Test runs, while he was 
also the quickest New Zealander to score 3,000 ODI runs. 

A maiden Test double-century against Sri Lanka in 
2015, where he spent over 10 hours at the crease, 
demonstrated his unshakeable concentration, while his 
cool, calm demeanour has made him a hugely successful 
captain since taking the armband in 2016. 

In 2019, he became the first New Zealander to score 20 
Test centuries, while later that year he was named Player 
of the Tournament at the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
that ended with the Blackcaps losing the most dramatic 
final of all-time to England on boundary countback. 

WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE, KANE WILLIAMSON WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY GO 
DOWN AS THE GREATEST BATTER AND CAPTAIN IN NEW ZEALAND’S HISTORY. 

Kane Williamson

Hunting for  
a world title 
again
Kane Williamson
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The backbone of New Zealand’s batting order, Ross 
Taylor has been a consistent force for 14 years and is still 
at the top of his game. 

The right-hander averages comfortably in the mid-40s 
from more than 100 Test matches and is the highest run-
scorer in New Zealand Test history, ensuring his place 
among the Blackcaps’ all-time greats. 

An aggressive batter, Taylor likes to score quickly and has 
that rare ability to change the course of a Test in a single 
session.  

A natural player, the 37-year-old is a joy to watch. He is 
equally skilled off both the front and back foot and has a 
pull shot that is worth the admission price alone. 

India had better watch out, even if Taylor’s record against 
them is comparably modest. In 14 Test matches, he has 
three centuries but has not gone past 50 since 2012 and 
averages just a shade under 34. 

His most famous Test innings came in 2015, when he hit 
43 fours in a brilliant 290 against Australia to set a new 
highest personal Test score.

In December 2020, Taylor became New Zealand’s most 
capped international, as he played his 438th game 
across all three formats to go past spinner Daniel Vettori.

Ross Taylor

Blackcaps bowler Trent Boult is a left-arm quick with 
immense pedigree.

The 31-year-old was the first New Zealander to bowl 
a hat-trick at the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup and 
spearheaded the charge to the final in 2019.  

In the red-ball game, Boult has been just as devastating, 
taking nearly 300 wickets in 72 Test matches, good 
enough for fourth all-time in terms of Test wickets by a 
New Zealander. 

Boult’s game is about more than his bowling however, he 
is a handy lower order batter, averaging over 15 with the 
bat, while he is an exceptional fielder, something of an 
uncommon trait for a fast bowler. 

Boult makes up for his relative lack of height for a fast 
bowler with deceptive pace and the ability to swing the 
ball both ways, leading to him becoming only the fourth 
New Zealander to reach 250 Test wickets.   

He has built up a formidable new-ball partnership with 
Tim Southee, who has the fifth most wickets in the ICC 
World Test Championship, and Boult will no doubt look to 
continue their good record against India.   

Boult is from Rotorua, New Zealand and is the brother 
of Jono Boult, who is also a New Zealand international 
cricketer.   

Trent Boult
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ICC World Test 
Championship  
2019-2021 Results
Start Date Series Match Venue Result
1 Aug 2019 England v Australia 1st Test Birmingham Australia won by 251 runs
14 Aug 2019 England v Australia 2nd Test Lord’s Drawn
22 Aug 2019 England v Australia 3rd Test Leeds England won by 1 wicket
4 Sep 2019 England v Australia 4th Test Manchester Australia won by 185 runs
12 Sep 2019 England v Australia 5th Test The Oval England won by 135 runs
     
14 Aug 2019 Sri Lanka v New Zealand 1st Test Galle Sri Lanka won by 6 wickets
22 Aug 2019 Sri Lanka v New Zealand 2nd Test Colombo-PSS New Zealand won by an innings and 

65 runs
     
22 Aug 2019 West Indies v India 1st Test North Sound India won by 318 runs
30 Aug 2019 West Indies v India 2nd Test Kingston India won by 257 runs

2 Oct 2019 India v South Africa 1st Test Visakhapatnam India won by 203 runs
10 Oct 2019 India v South Africa 2nd Test Pune India won by an innings and 137 runs
19 Oct 2019 India v South Africa 3rd Test Ranchi India won by an innings and 202 runs
     
14 Nov 2019 India v Bangladesh 1st Test Indore India won by an innings and 130 runs
22 Nov 2019 India v Bangladesh 2nd Test Kolkata India won by an innings and 46 runs
     
21 Nov 2019 Australia v Pakistan 1st Test Brisbane Australia won by an innings and 5 runs
29 Nov 2019 Australia v Pakistan 2nd Test Adelaide Australia won by an innings and 48 

runs

11 Dec 2019 Pakistan v Sri Lanka 1st Test Rawalpindi Drawn
19 Dec 2019 Pakistan v Sri Lanka 2nd Test Karachi Pakistan won by 263 runs
     
12 Dec 2019 Australia v New Zealand 1st Test Perth Australia won by 296 runs
26 Dec 2019 Australia v New Zealand 2nd Test Melbourne Australia won by 247 runs
3 Jan 2020 Australia v New Zealand 3rd Test Sydney Australia won by 279 runs
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Start Date Series Match Venue Result
26 Dec 2019 South Africa v England 1st Test Centurion South Africa won by 107 runs
3 Jan 2020 South Africa v England 2nd Test Cape Town England won by 189 runs
16 Jan 2020 South Africa v England 3rd Test Port Elizabeth England won by an innings and 53 runs
24 Jan 2020 South Africa v England 4th Test Johannesburg England won by 191 runs
     
7 Feb 2020 Pakistan v Bangladesh 1st Test Rawalpindi Pakistan won by an innings and 44 runs
     
21 Feb 2020 New Zealand v India 1st Test Wellington New Zealand won by 10 wickets
29 Feb 2020 New Zealand v India 2nd Test Christchurch New Zealand won by 7 wickets
     
8 Jul 2020 England v West Indies 1st Test Southampton West Indies won by 4 wickets
16 Jul 2020 England v West Indies 2nd Test Manchester England won by 113 runs
24 Jul 2020 England v West Indies 3rd Test Manchester England won by 269 runs
     
5 Aug 2020 England v Pakistan 1st Test Manchester England won by 3 wickets
13 Aug 2020 England v Pakistan 2nd Test Southampton Drawn
21 Aug 2020 England v Pakistan 3rd Test Southampton Drawn
     
3 Dec 2020 New Zealand v West Indies 1st Test Hamilton New Zealand won by an innings and 

134 runs
11 Dec 2020 New Zealand v West Indies 2nd Test Wellington New Zealand won by an innings and 

12 runs
     
17 Dec 2020 Australia v India 1st Test Adelaide Australia won by 8 wickets
26 Dec 2020 Australia v India 2nd Test Melbourne India won by 8 wickets
7 Jan 2021 Australia v India 3rd Test Sydney Drawn
15 Jan 2021 Australia v India 4th Test Brisbane India won by 3 wickets
     
26 Dec 2020 New Zealand v Pakistan 1st Test Mount 

Maunganui
New Zealand won by 101 runs

3 Jan 2021 New Zealand v Pakistan 2nd Test Christchurch New Zealand won by an innings and 
176 runs

ICC World Test 
Championship  
2019-2021 Results
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ICC World Test 
Championship  
2019-2021 Results
Start Date Series Match Venue Result
26 Dec 2020 South Africa v Sri Lanka 1st Test Centurion South Africa won by an innings and 45 

runs
3 Jan 2021 South Africa v Sri Lanka 2nd Test Johannesburg South Africa won by 10 wickets

14 Jan 2021 Sri Lanka v England 1st Test Galle England won by 7 wickets
22 Jan 2021 Sri Lanka v England 2nd Test Galle England won by 6 wickets
     
26 Jan 2021 Pakistan v South Africa 1st Test Karachi Pakistan won by 7 wickets
4 Feb 2021 Pakistan v South Africa 2nd Test Rawalpindi Pakistan won by 95 runs
     
3 Feb 2021 Bangladesh v West Indies 1st Test Chittagong West Indies won by 3 wickets
11 Feb 2021 Bangladesh v West Indies 2nd Test Mirpur West Indies won by 17 runs
     
5 Feb 2021 India v England 1st Test Chennai England won by 227 runs
13 Feb 2021 India v England 2nd Test Chennai India won by 317 runs
24 Feb 2021 India v England 3rd Test Ahmedabad India won by 10 wickets
4 Mar 2021 India v England 4th Test Ahmedabad India won by an innings and 25 runs
     
21 Mar 2021 West Indies v Sri Lanka 1st Test North Sound Drawn
29 Mar 2021 West Indies v Sri Lanka 2nd Test North Sound Drawn
     
21 Apr 2021 Sri Lanka v Bangladesh 1st Test Pallekele Drawn
29 Apr 2021 Sri Lanka v Bangladesh 2nd Test Pallekele Sri Lanka won by 209 runs

For more information on each Test match please click here.

https://www.icc-cricket.com/world-test-championship/results


THE ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP 2019-2021

26 ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 2021 – OFFICIAL PROGRAMME

ICC World Test 
Championship 
2019-2021 
Standings

*The ICC World Test Championship 2019-
21 two-match Test series between West 
Indies and South Africa is scheduled to be 
played 10-22 June, 2021.
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Wkt Partners Runs Opposition Ground Start Date

1 MA Agarwal, RG Sharma (Ind) 317 South Africa Visakhapatnam 2 Oct 2019
2 M Labuschagne, DA Warner (Aus) 361 Pakistan Adelaide 29 Nov 2019

3 Mominul Haque, Najmul Hossain Shanto (Ban) 242 Sri Lanka Pallekele 21 Apr 2021

4 HM Nicholls, KS Williamson (NZ) 369 Pakistan Christchurch 3 Jan 2021

5 JC Buttler, Z Crawley (Eng) 359 Pakistan Southampton 21 Aug 2020

6 N Dickwella, P Nissanka (SL) 179 West Indies North Sound 21 Mar 2021

7 J Blackwood, AS Joseph (WI) 155 New Zealand Hamilton 3 Dec 2020

8 I Sharma, GH Vihari (Ind) 112 West Indies Kingston 30 Aug 2019

9 KA Maharaj, VD Philander (SA) 109 India Pune 10 Oct 2019

10 KA Maharaj, D Paterson (SA) 99 England Port Elizabeth 16 Jan 2020

PARTNERSHIP RECORDS

Player Figures Opposition Ground Start Date
AR Patel (Ind) 11-70 England Ahmedabad 24 Feb 2021
KA Jamieson (NZ) 11-117 Pakistan Christchurch 3 Jan 2021
P Jayawickrama (SL) 11-178 Bangladesh Pallekele 29 Apr 2021
SCJ Broad (Eng) 10-67 West Indies Manchester 24 Jul 2020
Hasan Ali (Pak) 10-114 South Africa Rawalpindi 4 Feb 2021

BEST BOWLING FIGURES IN A MATCH

ICC World Test 
Championship  
2019-2021 Records
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A symbol of 
pride and 
prowess

From when the Test Mace was first presented in 2003, 
Australia dominated the top spot on the rankings chart 
until 2009. Since then, the Mace has changed hands a 
number of times, with India, South Africa, England and 
Pakistan enjoying their time at the summit.

From the start of the century until the late 2000s, 
Australia were unstoppable. In the 2001/02 season 
Australia won nine of the 14 Tests they played. The 
2002/03 season was more remarkable, with them 
winning seven out of the eight Tests they were a part of, 
which included a 3-0 rout of Pakistan and a triumphant 
2002/03 Ashes campaign. 

The following season saw Ricky Ponting take over the 
captaincy from Steve Waugh, who retired in 2004. 
With players such as Matthew Hayden, Adam Gilchrist, 
Glenn McGrath and Shane Warne in the side, Australia 
remained an indomitable force for the next five years. 
However, with the retirement of key members, Australia 
lost their top spot to India in 2009. The last time Australia 
got a chance to hold the Mace was when the Steve Smith-
led side finished the 2015/16 season in pole position.

India first reached the top of the charts under MS Dhoni’s 
leadership. A string of series wins over Sri Lanka (2-0) and 
Bangladesh (2-0), and a drawn Test series against South 
Africa (1-1) at home helped India pip Australia to the top 

spot. This was the first time since the inception of the ICC 
Test rankings that the Mace had changed hands. An equally 
strong season followed where India drew Test series in Sri 
Lanka and South Africa and got past Australia and New 
Zealand at home. Five wins in 11 Tests ensured  Dhoni’s side 
retained the Mace for a second successive year.

A dismal showing in England and Australia, however, 
saw them surrender their No.1 position to England in 
August 2011. England started their 2011/12 season with 
a 1-0 series win against Sri Lanka at home. Next up, they 
confronted India, the No.1 side at the time, at home. 
England, clinical in all three facets of the game, routed 
the visitors in a convincing 4-0 victory.

The 2012/13 season belonged to South Africa. Led by 
Graeme Smith, and with AB de Villiers, Hashim Amla, 
Jacques Kallis and Dale Steyn in their ranks, their rise to 
the top was unstoppable. The hallmark of South Africa’s 
season was that, unlike for India and England, a lot of 
their wins came in away Tests.  

South Africa started off by first crushing England, the 
No.1 side, 2-0 in England. They then travelled to Australia 
and won the three-match Test series 1-0 before inflicting 
two back-to-back innings defeats on New Zealand at 
home. They ended their remarkable season by trumping 
the touring Pakistanis 3-0.

UNTIL THE ADVENT OF THE ICC WORLD TEST 
CHAMPIONSHIP, THE ICC TEST MACE, A SYMBOL 
OF EXCELLENCE AND A RECOGNITION OF A 
SIDE’S OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN TEST 
CRICKET, WAS HANDED OVER TO THE TEAM THAT 
HELD THE HIGHEST RATING ON THE MRF TYRES 
ICC MEN’S TEST TEAM RANKINGS EACH YEAR
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The 2013/14 season was a mixed bag. They started off by 
squaring the three-match series against Pakistan 1-1 and 
winning the two-match Test series against the visiting 
Indians 1-0. However, a 2-1 loss to Australia at home 
dented them somewhat. They still managed to hold on to 
the No.1 spot, though.

Amla was handed captaincy duties following Smith’s 
retirement after the final Test against Australia. He 
started off with a 1-0 win in Sri Lanka, before capping off 
the 2014/15 season with wins over Zimbabwe and West 
Indies. South Africa became only the second side after 
Australia to retain the Mace three years in succession.

Pakistan held the Mace briefly in 2016, when Misbah-ul-
Haq was their captain, although they couldn’t stay on top 

by the cut-off date for the prize. Their rise was built on 
solid series victories against Bangladesh (1-0), Sri Lanka 
(2-1) in 2015 and England (2-0). The team then travelled 
to England in 2016, levelling the four-match Test series 
2-2 at The Oval, a result that helped them overtake India 
to the top of the ladder for two months between August  
and October 2016, but India eventually prevailed in 2017.

A dramatic 63-run victory over South Africa in the third 
and final Test at The Wanderers in Johannesburg helped 
India retain the ICC Test Mace for the second successive 
year in 2018. Despite losing the three-match Test series 
2-1, the win in the final Test ensured that the Virat Kohli-
led unit remained No.1 going into the start of the new ICC 
World Test Championship.
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ICC Test Championship Mace
rough draft ideas 1TL5522

One of the moments that inspired the design 
of the Mace was seeing a cricketer grab 
a stump as a souvenir after a particularly 
close match. As the stump was waved 
aloft, it seemed that a mace might be a 
good format to base the trophy on. It could 
stand out against a typical cup design 
and be something quite different. A mace 
is also a ceremonial object, and as the 
Mace is presented at the ICC World Test 
Championship Final, a touch of ceremony 
about the presentation seems appropriate 
as the winners reflect on just how hard it 
is to win. The design itself is based around 
the global nature of Test cricket and the 
competing nations. The focal point of cricket 
is of course the ball. Whether being bowled, 
hit, fielded or caught, it is at the core of the 
game. In Test cricket, the ball takes on even 
more significance as it wears and changes 
character during the course of the match 
too. That is why the cricket ball is at the very 
centre of the Mace design.

Encircling the ball is the globe referencing 
the global reach of Test cricket, and you see 
glimpses of the silver gilt cricket ball through 
the oceans of the map. The countries of 
the world are supported on the longitude 
lines you see on a globe, which allows for 
an interesting interplay of light on the 
different surfaces, especially as the Mace 
is moved and catches that light. The world 
is surrounded by a central belt carrying the 
insignia of all 12 Test playing nations, with 
space to add others in the future. A silver 
gilt laurel band spirals up the shaft of the 
Mace – the shaft itself styled as a stump – a 
reference to the all-important wicket. Laurel 
has been a traditional motif associated with 
winning so it adds texture and interest to the 
polished finish of the stump.

The design of the 
ICC Test Mace
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This special edition spanned the history of the longer 
format, and was split into five distinct time periods to  
put the spotlight on the significant figures from the  
rich history of Test Cricket. These five periods were 
defined as:
•  Early Cricket Era (pre-1918) 
•  Intra-War Cricket Era (1918 - 1945) 
•  Post-War Cricket Era (1946 - 1970) 

•  ODI Era (1971 - 1995) 
•  Modern Cricket Era (1996 - 2016) 
Shortlists in each of these time periods were drawn up, and 
voted on by living ICC Hall of Famers, senior ICC figures, 
the Federation of International Cricketers’ Association and 
prominent media representatives, with two names from 
each era elected. Here we look at the Test records of each  
of the 10 new names…

TO CELEBRATE THE INAUGURAL ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL, THE ICC 
RECENTLY CONCLUDED A PROCESS TO IDENTIFY TEN ICONS OF THE TEST GAME TO 
BE INDUCTED INTO THE ICC HALL OF FAME

South Africa

25 Tests

1754 runs at 40.79

82 wickets at 26.58

Australia

42 Tests

1997 runs at 30.25

121 wickets at 25.00

He was a part of the famous googly quartet that lifted and characterised 
South African cricket in that first decade of the twentieth century, and in 
the 1905/06 season he helped inspire South Africa to a 4-1 series victory 
over England, taking 14 wickets at 19.42 apiece.

He was even better on England’s next visit to South Africa, scoring 545 runs 
and taking 29 wickets in the five Tests as the series was won 3-2. With the 
bat, his star shone brightest in the 1910/11 series in Australia, when he 
made 732 runs in the five matches, including a career-best innings of 204 
in the Second Test at Melbourne. He is the only player to have topped both 
ICC Batting and Bowling Rankings in Test cricket.

Enlisting in the British Army, his bravery earned him the Distinguished 
Service Order and the Order of the Nile and post-war he set up his famous 
Cricket School in London.

One of the greatest Australian all-rounders, he is still the fastest from that 
country to achieve the 1000 run / 100 wicket Test double, taking just 27 
Tests to get there.  Playing in the ‘Golden Age’ of cricket, he used his height 
to great effect in his classical batting, being equally adept on both off and 
leg sides.  He was also easily able to tailor his game to English conditions on 
each of his four tours to the country.

With the ball, he bowled with a great deal of swerve and spin and varied 
his pace well from slow to medium-fast.  He took 13 wickets for just 77 
runs in the 1902 Melbourne Test and had to give up his career as both a 
banker and dentist in to concentrate on his cricket.  He was also a brilliant 
fielder at point and possessed a superb throwing arm. He played 42 Tests, 
captaining his side in 15 of them.  

AUBREY FAULKNER

MONTY NOBLE

Ten Test icons 
inducted into  
ICC Hall of Fame

EARLY CRICKET - PLAYERS WHOSE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME WERE PRIOR TO 1918.
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West Indies

18 Tests

635 runs at 19.24

58 wickets at 30.10

Australia

39 Tests

2748 runs at 48.21

36 wickets at 42.86

England

62 Tests

4502 runs at 47.89

66 wickets at 34.93

India

44 Tests

2109 runs at 31.47

162 wickets at 32.32

The first great West Indian all-rounder, he played with a flair and freedom 
that was decades ahead of its time.  He was a hard-hitting batter who 
thrilled the English spectators on his first Test tour there in 1928.  In 
addition, he was a superb fast bowler with a smooth, high action with an 
excellent slower ball.  In the field, he was able to pick up the ball at top 
speed and an excellent close catcher.

He practically won the 1930 Georgetown and 1935 Port-of-Spain Tests 
against England off his own back and was still a good enough bowler 
to take five for 75 in his final Test at the age of 37.  A favourite in the 
Lancashire Leagues, he played nine full seasons for Nelson, helping them 
win the championship on seven occasions.

He was a champion not only amongst players but for his people too in 
their political and legal fight against racial discrimination.  He was elected 
an M.P. in Trinidad’s first democratic parliament and became High 
Commissioner for Trinidad and Tobago in London from 1962 until 1964.  
He was knighted in 1962 and created a life peer in 1969.

A right-handed batter of the highest class, he dazzled crowds wherever he 
went with his style and technique.  He used those skills to great effect and is 
best remembered for having played three of the most memorable innings 
ever seen in Test cricket, each made when his side was in some trouble.

The first came at Sydney in December 1932 when he defied England’s 
Bodyline tactics with 187 not out, arguably the greatest innings ever played 
in the face of hostile bowling.  The next was at Johannesburg in 1935 when 
Australia had been set an almost impossible 399 to win.  He had reached 
189 of an Australian total of 274 for two before the South African captain 
Herbie Wade appealed for the light.  This was due to the possible physical 
danger his fielders might receive from the strokes from McCabe’s bat.

The final of McCabe’s epics was at Nottingham in 1938 when Australia 
found themselves 194 for six  in response to England’s 658 for eight.  
Deciding that attack was the best course of action, he made 232 in less 
than four hours to lead his team to a total of 411, which drew the highest 
of compliments from his captain Don Bradman.  He was also an accurate 
medium-pace bowler and a magnificent fielder.

Born in Milan, he became one of England’s finest Post-War batters,  
lighting up grounds around the world with his ability to counter the fastest 
of bowlers with fearless stroke-play.   His innings of 70 in the 1963 Lord’s 
Test against the West Indies lives long in the memory of all who saw it.

He had already had a successful start to his Test career before his innings of 
180 against Australia at Edgbaston in 1961 made him a household name.  
He continued to go from strength to strength, striking 205 at Karachi 
the following year and 174 & 172 against Australia and South Africa 
respectively in 1964.  Unfortunately, soon afterwards he broke his leg, 
which effectively ended his international career.

In 1987, he was instrumental in devising a new ranking system for Test 
cricketers, which has now gained prominence worldwide as the MRF Tyres 
ICC Player Rankings.

An opening batter and slow left arm orthodox bowler, he was one of India’s 
greatest-ever all-rounders.  He could vary his stroke play from the solid to the 
adventurous, depending on the nature of the game and was equally adept 
playing the late cut or cover drive.  He spun the ball strongly and his flight 
and length were almost always perfect, enabling him to bowl an over in little 
more than a minute.

He completed the 1,000 run / 100 wicket double in just 23 Tests, setting a 
record at the time, and performed a similar ‘double’ on India’s 1946 tour of 
England.  He was the first Indian to score a century against Australia and 
took 12 wickets as India won their first-ever Test Match – against England at 
Chennai in 1952.  Later the same year against England at Lord’s he scored 72 
and 184 and bowled 97 overs in the match, before taking 13 wickets at Delhi 
as India defeated Pakistan in the first Test meeting between the sides.

With the bat, he struck a career-best 231 against New Zealand at Chennai 
in 1956, sharing a first-wicket partnership of 413 with Pankaj Roy, which 
remains the national record.

LEARIE CONSTANTINE STAN MCCABE

TED DEXTERVINOO MANKAD

INTRA-WAR  - PLAYERS WHOSE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME WERE FROM 1918-1945.

POST-WAR  - PLAYERS WHOSE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME WERE FROM 1946-1970.
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England

90 Tests

840 runs at 11.50

325 wickets at 25.20

Zimbabwe

63 Tests

4794 runs at 51.54

151 catches and 9 
stumpings

Sri Lanka

134 Tests

12400 runs at 57.40

182 catches and 20 
stumpings

One half of the most prolific opening batting partnership in Test history, 
he was capable of some destructive innings and combined impeccable 
timing with power in his strokeplay.  His opening partnership with Gordon 
Greenidge brought 16 century stands and was instrumental in the West 
Indies unbeaten streak of 29 Test series which lasted nearly 15 years.

He marked his ODI debut with an innings of 148, which remains the  
highest by anyone on their first appearance in the format, and he passed 
fifty in each of his first three Test innings.  On occasions he could prove  
very difficult to dislodge, and he became the first batter to carry his bat 
through a completed Test innings on three separate occasions.  He enjoyed 
a productive spell with Middlesex in English county cricket, helping them to 
the County Championship title in 1990.

By the time he ended his career, he was the leading run-scorer and 
century-maker in ODI cricket, and signed off from that form of the game 
the same way he started - with a century.  After retirement, he served as a 
Director of the West Indies Cricket Board and as a Senator in the Barbados 
Parliament.

Standing two metres tall, he could make the ball bounce awkwardly on 
most pitches and possessed an excellent yorker and bouncer, both of 
which he used to great effect over the course of his career.

He first toured Australia in 1970/71 and soon established himself as an 
accurate bowler and excellent close-to-the-wicket fielder, playing a key 
part in that series victory.  For several seasons he was plagued by injuries, 
but after operations on both knees in 1975, through sheer willpower he 
played international cricket for nine more years.  He was still the spearhead 
of the England bowling attack at the end of his career, finishing with 325 
wickets from his 90 Tests, which was a national record at the time of his 
retirement.

His greatest triumph was the famous eight for 43 that beat Australia at 
Headingley in 1981, which remains one of the greatest bowling spells in 
Test history. Australia were 56 for one chasing just 130 to win, but Willis’s 
efforts dismissed them for just 111 to seal a memorable victory.  After 
retirement he became a cricket commentator and presenter.

His grit, determination, and an undying will to succeed helped inspire 
his country to their first-ever Test victory after his innings of 156 against 
Pakistan at Harare in 1995. 

Just after the turn of the millennium, over a thirteen-match stretch he 
scored 1,631 runs at an average of 108.73, propelling himself to the top of 
the ICC Test batting charts.  At Nagpur in 2000, he kept wicket for 155 overs 
as India posted 609/6 and didn’t concede a single bye. When the inevitable 
follow-on was enforced, he struck an unbeaten 232 to save the game, 
which remains the highest Test score by any wicketkeeper.  Ten months 
later against South Africa, he scored 142 out of Zimbabwe’s first-innings 
286, and 199 not out in the follow-on.

He later enjoyed several highly successful seasons for Essex before 
achieving even greater heights as England’s coach.

At Colombo in July 2006, he scored 287 against South Africa, sharing a 
first-class record partnership of 624 with Mahela Jayawardene against a 
bowling attack consisting of Ntini, Steyn, Nel, Hall and Boje.

His unbeaten half-century to win the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2014 
was probably his crowning glory and his 319 and 105 in a match against 
Bangladesh at Chittagong two months earlier helped him towards a 
record-breaking haul of international runs in any calendar year.

He became the most prolific run-scorer his country had ever known, and 
at the age of 37, he was still good enough to reel off four consecutive 
centuries in the 2015 World Cup, setting a new record.

BOB WILLIS

ANDY FLOWER KUMAR SANGAKKARA

West Indies

116 Tests

7487 runs at 42.29

1 wicket at 8.00

DESMOND HAYNES

ODI ERA - PLAYERS WHOSE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME WERE FROM 1971-1995.

MODERN ERA - PLAYERS WHOSE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GAME WERE BETWEEN 1996-2015.
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Match 
Officials

Appointed to the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Umpires in 2013, stood in his first Test Match 
in November 2012

On-field umpire  
DOB:  23 Aug  
 1963 
BORN: Bradford

Match Referee 
DOB:  29 Sep   
 1957 
BORN: Bristol

RICHARD ILLINGWORTH 

Member of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Umpires, stood in his first Test Match in July 
2016

On-field umpire  
DOB:  18 Dec  
 1979 
BORN: Hartlepool

MICHAEL GOUGH 

Appointed to the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Umpires in 2011, stood in his first Test Match 
in November 2010

TV umpire   
DOB:  15 Mar  
 1973 
BORN: Sheffield

RICHARD KETTLEBOROUGH 

Became a member of Emirates ICC 
International Panel of Umpires in 2017

Fourth umpire   
DOB:  4 Jun   
 1975
BORN: Bradford

ALEX WHARF 

Appointed to the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Match Referees in 2004, officiated in his first 
Test Match in December 2003

CHRIS BROAD 
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India Squad

DOB:  30 Apr 1987
TESTS: 38
STYLE: RHB / RAOB

ROHIT SHARMA

45

DOB:  25 Jan 1988
TESTS: 85
STYLE: RHB / RALM

CHETESHWAR PUJARA

25

DOB:      4 Oct 1997
TESTS: 20
STYLE:   LHB / WK

RISHABH PANT 

17

DOB:   5 Nov 1988
TESTS: 91
STYLE: RHB / RAM

VIRAT KOHLI  (c)

18

DOB:  8 Sep 1999
TESTS: 7
STYLE: RHB / RAOB

SHUBMAN GILL

77

DOB:   6 Jun 1988
TESTS: 73
STYLE: RHB / RAM

AJINKYA RAHANE 

3

DOB:  13 Oct 1993
TESTS: 12
STYLE: RHB / RAOB

HANUMA VIHARI

44

DOB:  17 Sep 1986
TESTS: 78
STYLE: RHB / OB

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

99
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DOB:  6 Dec 1988
TESTS: 51
STYLE: LHB / LAS

RAVINDRA JADEJA

8

DOB:      6 Dec 1993
TESTS: 19
STYLE:   RHB / RAF

JASPRIT BUMRAH

93

DOB:   24 Oct 1984
TESTS: 38
STYLE: RHB / WK

WRIDDHIMAN SAHA 

6

DOB:  2 Sep 1988
TESTS: 101
STYLE: RHB / RAFM

ISHANT SHARMA

97

DOB:  13 Mar 1994
TESTS: 5
STYLE: RHB / RAFM

MOHAMMED SIRAJ

73

DOB:  25 Oct 1987
TESTS: 47
STYLE: RHB / RA<

UMESH YADAV

19

DOB:  3 Sep 1990
TESTS: 50
STYLE: RHB / RAFM

MOHAMMED SHAMI 

11
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New Zealand Squad

DOB:   5 Nov 1988
TESTS: 72
STYLE: LHB / LAFM

TRENT BOULT

18

DOB:  22 Jul 1986
TESTS: 25
STYLE: RHB / RAFM

COLIN DE GRANDHOMME

77

DOB:      14 Dec 1991
TESTS: 14
STYLE:   RHB / RAFM

MATT HENRY

21

DOB:   8 Aug 1990
TESTS: 84
STYLE: RHB / OB

KANE WILLIAMSON (c)

22

DOB:  8 Jul 1991
TESTS: 2
STYLE: LHB / RAB

DEVON CONWAY

88

DOB:   6 Jun 1988
TESTS: 11
STYLE: RHB / WK

TOM BLUNDELL

66

DOB:   30 Dec 1994
TESTS: 7
STYLE: RHB / RAFM

KYLE JAMIESON

12

DOB:  2 Apr 1992
TESTS: 58
STYLE: LHB / WK

TOM LATHAM

48
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DOB:  15 Nov 1991
TESTS: 39
STYLE: LHB / RAOB

HENRY NICHOLLS

86

DOB:      11 Dec 1988
TESTS: 78
STYLE:   RHB / RAFM

TIM SOUTHEE

38

DOB:   21 Oct 1988
TESTS: 9
STYLE: LHB / LAS

AJAZ PATEL

24

DOB:   9 Jul 1985
TESTS: 74
STYLE: RHB / WK

BJ WATLING

47

DOB:  22 Nov 1992
TESTS: 3
STYLE: RHB / RAOB

WILL YOUNG

32

DOB:   8 Mar 1984
TESTS: 107
STYLE: RHB / RAOB

ROSS TAYLOR

3

DOB:  13 Mar 1986
TESTS: 53
STYLE: LHB / LAFM

NEIL WAGNER

10
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